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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1 . Applicant's arguments filed 12/1/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In regards to applicants argument that Neither Buckland, nor Culley teaches a graphical 
user interface that indicates whether a selected slot in the electronic device is configured 
to support a hot input function. Buckland teaches a GUI used for configuring a hot 
insertion into a slot in an electronic device. Culley teaches software that is indicates 
whether a selected slot is configured to support a hot input function. Thus the 
combination teaches a GUI that indicates whether a selected slot in the electronic device 
is configured to support a hot input function. "Not only the specific teachings of a 
reference but also reasonable inferences which the artisan would have logically drawn 
therefrom may be properly evaluated in formulating a rejection." In re Preda, 401 F.2d 
825, 159USPQ 342 (CCPA 1968) and/n re Shepard 319 R2d 194, 138 USPQ 148 
(CCPA 1963). 

In regards to applicants argument that none of the cited portions of Culley relate 
to a graphical user interface. Furthermore, Applicant's council was unable to find any 
reference in Culley to any type of a graphical user interface. The examiner agrees Culley 
was not relied on for teaching a GUI. 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,620 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2112 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-11, 14-17, 27-30, 32-39, 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Buckland et al PN 5,815,647 in view of Culley et al PN 
5,943,482. 

In regards to claims 1, 4, 8, 14, 16, 27, 29-30, 34-38, 47: Buckland teaches an 
electronic device, comprising: one or more slots (108, 108a) configured to receive at least 
one peripheral adapter (5); a software module configured to provide a graphical user 
interface (containing the icon clicked on by the mouse Column 7 lines 47-67) and one or 
more hardware modules in the electronic device configured to control the power to the 
selected slot (105, 105a). Buckland does not teach the GUI indicating whether a selected 
slot in the electronic device is configured to support a hot insertion function. Culley et al 
teaches indicating (via a history vector) whether a selected slot in a device is capable of 
supporting a hot insert function (Column 89 lines 16-30, Column 91 lines 35-46 and 
Column 92 lines 37-39). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to include an indication that the slot can not accept hot 
insertion in the system of Buckland et al because this would have allowed for preventing 
using a slot that cannot accept a new device. 
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In regards to claims 2, 7, 9-10 and 28: Buckland teaches wherein the electronic 
device is configured to suspend and resume communication to and from the adapter 
location in response to a user request to perform the hot insert function Figure 8 step 10. 

In regards to claim 3: Buckland teaches the electronic device includes a 
component for enabling and disabling power to the selected slot (105, 105a). 

In regards to claim 5: Buckland teaches a mouse and icon thus a GUI. 

In regards to claim 1 1 : Buckland et al teaches initializing a the plug in device 
(Figure 8 step 9). 

In regards to claims 15, 39: Buckland et al teaches user initiated software 
controlling the card insertion. Buckland does not expressly teach the software being an 
object oriented environment. Official notice is taken that object oriented graphical user 
software as evidenced by the windows operating system is well known. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
object oriented software because this would have allowed for common easy to use 
software. 

In regards to claims 17, 48: Buckland teaches the adapter can be I/O (abstract). 
In regards to claims 32, 50: Buckland teaches a hot add function Steps 3-9. 
In regards to claims 33, 49: A hot swap is a hot removal followed by a hot add. 
Buckland teaches a hot removal and a hot add thus a hot swap. 
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4. Claims 6, 12-13, 18-26, 31, 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Buckland et al PN 5,815,647 in view of Culley et al PN 5,943,482 as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hansen PN 5,819,042. 

In regards to claims 6, 12, 18, 21, 24, 31 and 51: Buckland et al only teaches an 
insertion icon and not what the program associated with the icon displays to the user. 
Official notice is taken that step be step instructions are common as evidenced by Hansen 
Figures 4-8. It would have been obvious to include several screens with step by step 
instructions because this would have allowed for minimally trained personnel to control 
the insertion/removal of the device(s). 

In regards to claim 13: Buckland et al teaches user initiated software controlling 
the card insertion. Buckland does not expressly teach the software being an object 
oriented environment. Official notice is taken that object oriented graphical user 
software as evidenced by the windows operating system is well known. It would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
object oriented software because this would have allowed for common easy to use 
software. 

In regards to claims 19, 23 and 26: Buckland teaches the electronic device 
includes a component for enabling and disabling power to the selected slot (105, 105a). 

In regards to claims 20, 22 and 25: Buckland teaches wherein the electronic 
device is configured to suspend and resume communication to and from the adapter 
location in response to a user request to perform the hot insert function Figure 8 step 10. 
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5. Claims 40-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buckland et al PN 5,815,647 in view of Culley et al PN 5,943,482 as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Touboul PN 6,125,390. 

In regards to claim 40: Buckland teaches the hot insertion as described above. 
Buckland et al does not teach the system being in a server network. Touboul teaches one 
or more server modules in communication with a user interface (the management 
console), the server network providing information and instructions regarding the status 
and control of remote peripheral workstations; and one or more communication modules 
(18) transmitting information and instructions (Set/Get operations) between the user 
interface using a network management protocol. It would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to allow a system manager, manage 
insertion and removal of inserted devices because this would have allowed for remote 
maintenance and removal of unauthorized peripherals 

In regards to claim 41 : Touboul teaches a server network. 

In regards to claim 42: Buckland teaches the electronic device includes a 
component for enabling and disabling power to the selected slot (105, 105a). 

In regards to claim 43: Culley teaches the expansion slots being in expansion 
boxes 30. The examiner notes the applicants specification describes the canisters as 
boxes containing the expansion slots. 

In regards to claim 44: Culley teaches the canisters having 6 slots 6 slots 
comprises 4 slots. 

In regards to claim 45: Buckland teaches the adapter can be I/O (abstract). 
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In regards to claim 46: Buckland teaches a slot module (104-106) for each of the 

slots. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul R. Myers whose telephone number is 571 272 3639. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rehana Perveen can be reached on 571-272-3676. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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